· Course Title: Photography and Expression
· Course code: VA 329 / VA 547
· Course Type: CE2

· Level of Course: 1

· Year of Study:  3/4

· Semester:  S

· ECTS Credits: 6

· SU Credits:  3

· Name of Lecturer:  Murat Germen

· Objective of the Course: After having students introduced to a basic knowledge of conventional photography and its use within the digital realm in VA328; this class encourages students to discover / experiment ways to express themselves and their ideas, passions, concerns through photography. They will try to create photographs that tell stories, create moods or provoke impressions, awareness. The course will not be in multiple assignment submission format, but rather, students will be expected to create a photobook dummy project to be submitted at the end of the semester. A graphic designer experienced in designing photobooks may occasionally assist the course during the semester. There will be a lot of class discussion, brainstorming and exercises during which learning and creating together are intended.
· IMPORTANT COVID19 NOTES:
· Since we will not be able to be physically present in the classroom this semester due to the pandemic, most gatherings will take place in Zoom platform.
· As an additional support for work evaluation, we will use email communication instead of a Zoom session, depending on the size of the class and the number of people to present.
· I will be inviting various artists experienced in creating photobooks and they will be lecturing us on Zoom. It is crucial to attend these lectures since they cannot be repeated.
· Students who fail to show up/be present/attend in a total of 6 weeks during the semester without a valid excuse will receive N/A as their final grade.
· Students’ webcams must always be ON during Zoom sessions, if cameras are not turned on you will be counted as “absent”; THIS IS A VERY STRICT RULE AND PLEASE TAKE THIS SERIOUSLY. You must connect to the Zoom link for the course with your official Sabancı University e-mail account, and not utilize other email accounts.
· Zoom sessions will NOT be recorded!
· Prerequisites: VA328 (If evidence can be provided for experience on basic skills of photography, like a portfolio or online link, this perquisite can be waived)
· Course Contents: In addition to the classical works by masters of photography, contemporary approaches and concepts constitute an important component of the entire process. Being exposed to ongoing in-class debate and evaluation process; students are expected to follow exhibitions, new ideas and to generate thoughts about the philosophy of photography. The investigational method followed during the classes does not favor any particular photography trend and is specifically designed to address the wide range of students including visual artists (VA), multimedia designers (VCD) and also engineers. Every participating student will be expected to produce a concept-driven narrative photobook project.
Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 
· question images, symbols created for the purposes of propagation,
· propose photo series that offer, share their own ways of thinking,
· identify the importance of form / aesthetics in artistic expression while concentrating on content / idea by examining various contemporary art and photography practices,
· demonstrate their artworks professionally.
· Recommended Readings: 

Will be supplied and presented digitally by the course instructor. In addition:

-Ways of Seeing by John Berger

- On Photography by Susan Sontag

- The Photographer's Eye by John Szarkowski

- The Art of Photography: An Approach to Personal Expression by Bruce Barnbaum

- Criticizing Photographs: An Introduction to Understanding Images by Terry Barrett

- Perception and Imaging by Richard D. Zakia

- William Mitchell: “The Reconfigured Eye. Visual Truth in the Post-Photographic Era”
- and more...

· Teaching Methods: L, ST

· Assessment Methods:  Attendance & Active Class Participation 40 %, Final work: 60 %

· Language of Instruction: E
